
Read this aloud during the Warm-Up of Lesson 1, 
using the lesson's Presentation Screens.

 �Read-Aloud  Finny

Read-Aloud

2 Something caught Henry’s eye on his apartment building’s giveaway table. 
He moved aside a pile of books to get a better look. A tiny plant sat in the 
shadows. It was thick and shiny and shaped like a fin.

Henry had been looking for a plant to brighten up his room. He reached over 
and picked up the pot. “I’ll call you Finny,” he said.

3 Upstairs, Henry placed his new plant in the sun, and measured it. “Not bad,” 
he said. “But now that I’m taking care of you, you’ll really get big.”

Henry filled up a cup of water and poured it into the pot. “Drink up, Finny!” 

4 But a few days later, Finny was drooping. It looked like Finny was shrinking! 
Maybe Finny needed more sun, and more water, Henry thought.

 Ask: “What do you notice? What do you wonder?”
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5 So he made sure that Finny was always in the sun. He even started watering 
Finny twice a day. 

“Please grow,” he begged.

But Finny wasn’t getting taller.

6 So Henry took soil out, then he put soil back in. He tried watering his plant 
with a new can; he tried watering it with a spoon.

 Ask: “What do you notice? What do you wonder?”

7 Nothing worked!

Maybe, Henry thought, I should treat Finny like a pet! 

He took Finny for walks. He played music for Finny. He chopped up spinach 
to mix into Finny’s soil.

8 Still, Finny only continued to droop.

“I’m sorry, Finny,” Henry said. “I give up. I don’t know how to take care  
of you!”
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 Read-Aloud continued

9 Sighing, he put Finny back on the giveaway table. 

That’s when Henry saw a piece of paper, with the word INSTRUCTIONS 
written across the top.

10 It read:

Thank you for picking up this Whale Fin Plant. 

It can grow up to 5 feet tall—but it grows very slowly, so slowly that you may 
not even notice it getting bigger. Please, be patient with it.

11 Henry kept reading. There were tips about the best temperature for Finny, 
how much water to give Finny, and how much light Finny needed. 

Upstairs, Henry hugged Finny tight. He admired his plant’s beautiful shape. 
“I’m sorry I’ve been so impatient,” Henry said. “And that I didn’t take care of 
you properly.”

In the living room, he set Finny down where the sun wasn’t as bright. Then 
he set the temperature to sixty-seven degrees, just like the note said to do.

12 He watered Finny just enough to keep the soil moist. Henry would wait until 
all the water dried up before he watered it again. Sometimes, that took a few 
days. Sometimes it took longer. 

He remembered the note Finny’s previous owner had left for him. Be 
patient, Henry reminded himself.

 Ask: “What do you notice? What do you wonder?”
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13 Weeks passed. Finally, Finny looked much better! His shadow stretched all 
the way onto the rug. It hadn’t been there before. Excited, Henry found the 
notebook he used to record his notes on Finny.

14 This time, he used a ruler made just for plants. When he held it against 
Finny’s sturdy, shiny leaf, Henry smiled. 

He saw that Finny was brighter and, most excitingly, Finny was taller! 
Henry’s plant was healthy and growing. 

Maybe Henry was growing, too.
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