
Welcome!
Grade 4, Unit 7

Novel Study: From the
Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil

E. Frankweiler

In this unit, students will be given tools and strategies for the critical reading of a novel.

What’s the story?
Students will explore the narrative writing genre and the elements of plot through
reading From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler by E. L. Konigsburg, a Newbery
Medal-winning novel that can be enjoyed by younger and older readers alike. This will
prepare students to interpret and write fictional narratives.

What will my student learn?
Students will learn to read texts closely and carefully. Novels are often multidimensional,
so students will have opportunities to let their imaginations flourish, explore figurative
language, and expand their creativity.

Students will work towards completing a Narrative Writing Project which reinforces the
unit's integration of reading about and writing a fictional narrative about a character
who overcomes a challenge. The activities in this unit will allow students to practice
writing through different narrative devices alongside analyzing these devices at work in
the novel. Additional activity pages are designed to increase their comprehension.
Students will also use these pages to compose original texts and apply what they have
learned throughout the unit.

Conversation starters
Ask your student questions about the unit to promote discussion and continued learning:

1. What are some narrative elements you’ve learned about?
Follow up: Can you give me an example of what happens in the exposition of the
book? What is the difference between the rising action and falling action?

2. What have you learned about the author, E. L. Konigsburg?
Follow up: Tell me about the award the author won for this novel.

3. What is the difference between first person and third person?
Follow up: Can you give me an example of each?

4. What are some ways you relate to the characters in this novel?
Follow up:Who are the main characters? What is most interesting about them?



5. Tell me about Claudia and Jamie’s adventure.
Follow up:What are some interesting things you've learned from their adventures?

6. What are some strategies you have learned for writing a fictional narrative?
Follow up:What have you learned about narrative writing that has made it
enjoyable to read and to write?


