Rubrics and exemplars: Grade 6

Focus Definition: To select and
thoroughly develop one specific
moment, idea, or claim.

EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
Student writes a minimum of 120 words AND almost all sentences

develop the same moment, idea, or claim.

PROFICIENT
Student writes a minimum of 85 words AND most sentences develop the

same moment, idea, or claim.

DEVELOPING PROFICIENCY
Student writes a minimum of 50 words AND some sentences develop

the same moment, idea, or claim.

NO PROGRESS TOWARD PROFICIENCY
Student writes a minimum of 25 words AND almost none of the
sentences develop the same moment, idea, or claim.

Note: Scores for Focus are affected by the number of words in a
student’s response. To adequately demonstrate proficiency, a student
must provide enough writing to show they can maintain this skill
consistently across multiple sentences.
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Focus Exemplars

The Focus rubric targets a student’s ability to thoroughly develop one moment, idea, or claim. In the annotations included
here, we distinguish between text details and explanatory sentences to demonstrate how students can use these elements
to develop a moment, idea, or claim.

Writing Prompt: Dahl says earlier in the chapter that Mrs. Pratchett was “a horror” (24).
Do you agree or disagree? Describe two or three details from the passage to develop your claim about Mrs. Pratchett.

Focus score of 1 1 NO PROGRESS TOWARD PROFICIENCY
Student writes a minimum of 25 words AND almost none of the sentences
develop the same moment, idea, or claim.

The student writes 46 words and can score a lin Focus.

The student receives a score of 1 because most of the sentences do not develop the claim.

Focus score of 2 2 DEVELOPING PROFICIENCY
Student writes a minimum of 50 words AND some sentences develop the same
moment, idea, or claim.

The student writes 68 words and can score alor 2 in Focus.

The student receives a score of 2 because some of the sentences develop the claim.




Focus score of 3 3 PROFICIENT
Student writes a minimum of 85 words AND most sentences develop the same
precise moment, idea, or claim.
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The student writes 173 words and can score al, 2, 3, or 4 in Focus.

The student receives a score of 3 because most of the sentences develop the claim.




Focus score of 4 4 EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
Student writes a minimum of 120 words AND almost all sentences develop the
same moment, idea, or claim.

The student writes 160 words and can score al, 2, 3, or 4 in Focus.

The student receives a score of 4 because all of the sentences develop the claim.
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Use of Evidence Rubric 4 EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
Student writes a minimum of 120 words AND includes strong

U f Evid Definition: To select
se ot vidence Detinition: 1o selec evidence in their response. Student describes the key parts of that

and Qescr|be quoted or paraphrased evidence and shows how the evidence supports their idea or claim.
details from a text to develop and
support an idea or claim. 3 PROFICIENT

Student writes a minimum of 85 words AND includes strong evidence
in their response. Student describes most of the key parts of that
evidence and shows how the evidence supports their idea or claim.

2 DEVELOPING PROFICIENCY
Student writes a minimum of 50 words AND includes some evidence
in their response. Student describes some parts of that evidence and
shows how the evidence supports their idea or claim.

1 NO PROGRESS TOWARD PROFICIENCY
Student writes a minimum of 25 words AND includes almost no
evidence in their response. Student does not describe parts of that
evidence and does not show how the evidence supports their idea
or claim.

Note: Scores for Use of Evidence are affected by the number of words
in a student’s response. To adequately demonstrate proficiency, a
student must provide enough writing to show they can maintain this
skill consistently across multiple sentences.

Use of Evidence Exemplars

Writing Prompt: Dahl says earlier in the chapter that Mrs. Pratchett was “a horror” (24).
Do you agree or disagree? Describe two or three details from the passage to develop your claim about Mrs. Pratchett.

Use of Evidence score of 1 1 NO PROGRESS TOWARD PROFICIENCY
Student writes a minimum of 25 words AND includes almost no evidence in their
response. Student does not describe parts of that evidence and does not show
how the evidence supports their idea or claim.
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«  The student states a claim.
«  The student writes 45 words and can score a 1 in Use of Evidence.

+  The student receives a score of 1 because they do not describe how parts or elements of their textual evidence connect
to the claim.
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Use of Evidence score of 2 2 DEVELOPING PROFICIENCY
Student writes a minimum of 50 words AND includes some evidence in their
response. Student describes some parts of that evidence and shows how the
evidence supports their idea or claim.
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The student writes 90 words and can score al, 2, or 3 in Use of Evidence.

The student receives a score of 2 because they include some textual evidence, but the student does not adequately
describe how some parts or elements connect to the claim.

Use of Evidence score of 3 3 PROFICIENT
Student writes a minimum of 85 words AND includes strong evidence in their
response. Student describes most of the key parts of that evidence and shows
how the evidence supports their idea or claim.

The student writes 156 words and can score a1, 2, 3, or 4 in Use of Evidence.

The student receives a score of 3 because they include textual evidence and describe how each piece of evidence
connects to the claim, but the student does not fully develop these descriptions.
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Use of Evidence score of 4 4 EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
Student writes a minimum of 120 words AND includes strong evidence in their
response. Student describes the key parts of that evidence and shows how the
evidence supports their idea or claim.

The student writes 212 words and can score a1, 2, 3, or 4 in Use of Evidence.

The student receives a score of 4 because they include textual evidence and fully describe how the parts or elements
connect to the claim, including the importance of individual words and phrases.
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