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Lesson 5: Grade 4 Writing Rubric: Narrative Writing Visual Support 5.1

Grade 4 Writing Rubric: Narrative Writing

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique,
descriptive details, and clear event sequences.

a. Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters;
organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally.

b. Use dialogue and description to develop experiences and events or show the responses of
characters to situations.

c. Use avariety of transitional words and phrases to manage the event sequence.

d. Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events
precisely.

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events.




Lesson 5: Grade 4 Writing Rubric: Narrative Writing

Grade 4 Writing Rubric: Narrative Writing

Visual Support 5.1

Advanced

Proficient

Basic

Ideas

The composition
e orients the reader and
establishes a situation

* introduces a narrator and/or
characters

« demonstrates awareness of
audience and purpose

The composition
e orients the reader and
establishes a situation

* introduces a narrator and/or
characters

The composition does not do one
or more of the following:
« orient the reader and establish
a situation

« introduce a narrator and/or
characters

Organization

The composition

* Organizes an event sequence
that unfolds naturally

- uses dialogue and description
to develop experiences and
events or show the responses
of characters to situations

* provides a sense of closure

The composition
* includes an event sequence

* includes relevant dialogue and
description

» provides a sense of closure

The composition does not do one
or more of the following:

* include an event sequence

* include relevant dialogue and
description

 provide a sense of closure

Conventions

The composition
* uses a variety of transitional
words and phrases to manage
the event sequence

e Uses concrete words and
phrases and sensory details to
convey experiences and events
precisely

* Uses language to add subtlety
through connotative meanings

The composition

* Uses a variety of transitional
words and phrases to manage
the event sequence

* Uses concrete words and
phrases and sensory details to
convey experiences and events
precisely

The composition does not do one
or more of the following:

* Use a variety of transitional
words and phrases to manage
the event sequence

* Use concrete words and
phrases and sensory detalls to
convey experiences and events
precisely
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Lesson 7: Narrative Planner Visual Support 7.1

Narrative Planner

Who (the characters) Where (setting) and when (timing)

Put a star next to the narrator. on the road from Sutton to Indy, in the early morning
Styx
Caleb*
Bobby Gene

What (key events) Why (character’s reasons) and how
Riding the Grasshopper from Sutton to Indy. Styx is Bobby Gene is frightened, unsure of his decision to go
driving, and the boys are riding with him. with them. Caleb is thrilled to leave Sutton and get his
freedom.
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Lesson 7: Narrative Planner Visual Support 7.1

Narrative Planner

Step 3: Planning the event sequence

Use your Narrative Planner to create the outline below. Break up the major events in your narrative into four or five key
events. Include prepositional phrases to add more details.

Event details:

Concluding sentence (what happens at the end?)
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Lesson 9: Narrative Planner Visual Support 9.1

Narrative Planner

Who (the characters) Where (setting) and when (timing)

Put a star next to the narrator. on the road from Sutton to Indy, in the early morning
Styx
Caleb
Bobby Gene*

What (key events) Why (character’s reasons) and how
Riding the Grasshopper from Sutton to Indy. Styx is Bobby Gene is frightened, unsure of his decision to go
driving, and the boys are riding with him. with them. Caleb is thrilled to leave Sutton and get his
freedom.
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Lesson 9: Narrative Planner Visual Support 9.1

Narrative Planner

Step 2: Planning the setting

“The charcoal road lay flat and straight ahead, with a bright white line splitting it in two. Faded green fields of corn lay on
either side, for as far as the eye could see. A bright green, rectangular sign read, ‘30 miles to Indianapolis. But the only
skyscrapers that could be seen were the tall stalks of corn that seemed to pierce the sky. The only sounds that could be
heard were the wind rustling through the crops and the vroom of the Grasshopper engine.”

Step 3: Planning the event sequence

Event details:
1. Styx mounts the Grasshopper, with Bobby Gene and Caleb behind him, in the early morning.
2. Styx, Bobby Gene, and Caleb ride the moped on the road into Indy.

3. Bobby Gene calls out for them to turn around, feeling scared. Caleb tries to convince him that this is what they've
always wanted.

4. Bobby Gene realizes he'd rather be home than in the big city and finds a train to take back home, sneaking away while
Caleb and Styx are at a diner.

Concluding sentence (what happens at the end?)

| took one look back at Caleb and Styx through the long rectangular window, turned, and walked off briskly before they
could notice | was gone.
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Lesson 10: Character Planner

Visual Support 10.1

Character Planner
Character’s name Characteristics Feelings Perspective Behavior
Character 1: Bobby cautious, likes to be nervous, regretful, He wishes they He goes down to

Gene (narrator)

near home, obedient

homesick

hadn't left Sutton,
thinks something
bad could happen,
and wants to return
home.

Indy with Caleb

and Styx on the
Grasshopper and
sneaks off to find his
way back home.

Character 2: Caleb

daring, rebellious,
brave, bold,
dissatisfied with life
In Sutton

thrilled to go to Indy
and leave Sutton
behind

He thinks Indy is the
greatest place.

He leaves Sutton
with Styx and
convinces Bobby
Gene to leave too; he
goes to the museum.

Character 3: Styx

bold, happy to have
made friends, leader

excited to show
Caleb and Bobby
Gene the city

He thinks he is
helping the boys by
giving them the
opportunity to see
the city.

He drives the
Grasshopper into
Indy.
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Lesson 10: Model Introduction Visual Support 10.2

Model Introduction

“Hurry up, B.G. Let’s go!” Caleb whispered as we mounted the Grasshopper behind Styx, who was driving, of
course. I'm not sure why he felt the need to whisper. It seemed like all of Sutton was asleep. The only sounds
that could be heard were the wind rustling through the crops and the quiet vroom of the Grasshopper engine.

| looked back, in the direction of our home, which seemed miles away already. My palms felt warm and sweaty.
What if the Grasshopper broke down along the way? What if we got lost? What if our parents got so angry they
would never forgive us? The charcoal road lay flat andstraight ahead, with a bright white line splitting it in two.
A bright green, rectangular sign read, ‘30 miles to Indianapolis.

“Alright,” | huffed under my breath. “Let’s do this.

Body
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Lesson 12: Plot Anchor Chart Visual Support12.1

Plot Anchor Chart

Elements of a Story Plot

CLIMAX

FALLING ACTION
RISING ACTION

>
w RESOLUTION
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Lesson 12: Transitional Words and Phrases

Transitional Words and Phrases

Visual Support 12.2

Transitional words and phrases related to time

first/ at first/ in the first place
before/ earlier

to begin with

then
next
secondly/ thirdly
later

after

at last
In the end
finally

eventually

Transitional words and phrases not related to time

and
but

as long as

such as
however

SO

for example
since

therefore
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