Rubrics and exemplars: Grade 8

Focus Definition: To select and
thoroughly develop one specific
moment, idea, or claim.

EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
Student writes a minimum of 140 words AND almost all sentences

develop the same moment, idea, or claim.

PROFICIENT
Student writes a minimum of 105 words AND most sentences develop

the same moment, idea, or claim.

DEVELOPING PROFICIENCY
Student writes a minimum of 50 words AND some sentences develop

the same moment, idea, or claim.

NO PROGRESS TOWARD PROFICIENCY
Student writes a minimum of 25 words AND almost none of the
sentences develop the same moment, idea, or claim.

Note: Scores for Focus are affected by the number of words in a
student’s response. To adequately demonstrate proficiency, a student
must provide enough writing to show they can maintain this skill
consistently across multiple sentences.

ELA



Focus Exemplars

The Focus rubric targets a student’s ability to thoroughly develop one moment, idea, or claim. In the annotations included
here, we distinguish between text details and explanatory sentences to demonstrate how students can use these elements
to develop a moment, idea, or claim.

Writing Prompt: What is one important difference between how Amy Tan felt about the Christmas Eve dinner as a teenager
and how she feels about it as an adult? Develop your idea with evidence from the text that supports your thinking.

Focus score of 1 1 NO PROGRESS TOWARD PROFICIENCY
Student writes a minimum of 25 words AND almost none of the sentences
develop the same moment, idea, or claim.

The student writes 44 words and can score a1 in Focus.

The student receives a score of 1 because the sentences do not develop a single idea.

Focus score of 2 2 DEVELOPING PROFICIENCY
Student writes a minimum of 50 words AND some sentences develop the same
moment, idea, or claim.

vecos: TETERSIREATE EAAT]
but _

becasse. SEARIEAILEE

|
>
[ %

The student writes 94 words and can score alor 2 in Focus.

The student receives a score of 2 because some of the sentences develop the idea.




Focus score of 3 3 PROFICIENT
Student writes a minimum of 105 words AND most sentences develop the
same precise moment, idea, or claim.

The student writes 112 words and can score a1, 2, or 3 in Focus.

The student receives a score of 3 because most of the sentences develop the idea.
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Focus score of 4 4 EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
Student writes a minimum of 140 words AND almost all sentences develop the
same moment, idea, or claim.

The student writes 217 words and can score a1, 2, 3, or 4 in Focus.

The student receives a score of 4 because all of the sentences develop the idea.
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Use of Evidence Definition: To select
and describe quoted or paraphrased
details from a text to develop and
support an idea or claim.

EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS

Student writes a minimum of 140 words AND includes strong evidence
in their response. Student describes the key parts of that evidence
and shows how the evidence supports their idea or claim.

PROFICIENT
Student writes a minimum of 105 words AND includes strong evidence

in their response. Student describes most of the key parts of that
evidence and shows how the evidence supports their idea or claim.

DEVELOPING PROFICIENCY

Student writes a minimum of 50 words AND includes some evidence
in their response. Student describes some parts of that evidence and
shows how the evidence supports their idea or claim.

NO PROGRESS TOWARD PROFICIENCY

Student writes a minimum of 25 words AND includes almost no
evidence in their response. Student does not describe parts of that
evidence and does not show how the evidence supports their idea

or claim.

Note: Scores for Use of Evidence are affected by the number of words
in a student’s response. To adequately demonstrate proficiency, a
student must provide enough writing to show they can maintain this
skill consistently across multiple sentences.

Writing Prompt: What is one important difference between how Amy Tan felt about the Christmas Eve dinner as a teenager
and how she feels about it as an adult? Develop your idea with evidence from the text that supports your thinking.

Student writes a minimum of 25 words AND includes almost no evidence in their
response. Student does not describe parts of that evidence and does not show
how the evidence supports their idea or claim.

As a {eenager sie was embarrassed. Ske says “W\y fatier leaned back and belcled

loudly.” As an adult ske was proud. Sie says, "For Clristmas Eve $1.at year, ste Lad closen all

my favorite foods.”

»  The student states a clear and specific idea.

- The student includes textual evidence in the form of 2 quotations, but the student does not describe how either piece

of evidence connects to the idea.

»  The student writes 35 words and can score a 1 in Use of Evidence.
+ The student receives a score of 1 because they do not describe how parts or elements of their textual evidence connect

to the idea.
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Use of Evidence score of 2 2 DEVELOPING PROFICIENCY
Student writes a minimum of 50 words AND includes some evidence in their
response. Student describes some parts of that evidence and shows how the
evidence supports their idea or claim.

|

The student writes 107 words and can score a1, 2, or 3 in Use of Evidence.

The student receives a score of 2 because they include some textual evidence and the student describes how some
parts or elements connect to the idea.

Use of Evidence score of 3 3 PROFICIENT
Student writes a minimum of 105 words AND includes strong evidence in their
response. Student describes most of the key parts of that evidence and shows
how the evidence supports their idea or claim.

The student writes 147 words and can score al, 2, 3, or 4 in Use of Evidence.

The student receives a score of 3 because they include textual evidence and describe how most pieces of evidence
connect to the idea, but the student does not fully develop these descriptions.
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Use of Evidence score of 4 4 EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
Student writes a minimum of 140 words AND includes strong evidence in their
response. Student describes the key parts of that evidence and shows how the
evidence supports their idea or claim.

The student writes 194 words and can score al, 2, 3, or 4 in Use of Evidence.

The student receives a score of 4 because they include textual evidence and fully describe how the parts or elements
connect to the idea, including the importance of individual words and phrases.
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