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Grade 4, Unit 9
Inspiration and Ingenuity:
American Innovation

In this unit, students will explore several important but lesser-known innovators from
American history.

What is the story?

In this unit, students will explore several important—but lesser-known—innovators from
American history. Throughout this unit, students will build knowledge of patents,
prototypes, and the cycle of innovation. Readings and research will be on individual
innovators, such as Madam C. J. Walker, an entrepreneur, and pioneers of inventions like
those responsible for the traffic light, color television, the dishwasher and other inventions
that have become integral to daily life. The unit will delve into the progression of the light
bulb, highlighting the contributions of Thomas Edison, Lewis Latimer, and Shuji Nakamura.
Additionally, students will learn about medical innovators, such as Dr. Patricia Bath,
influential figures in music innovation like Louis Armstrong, and STEM innovators like
Guillermo Gonzalez Camarena.

What will my student learn?

Students will embark on a journey to understand the stories and impact of American
innovators. The curriculum will foster critical thinking skills as students engage with
informational texts about these innovators, their inventions, and their lasting contributions.
Students will analyze nonfiction text, identify key ideas and supporting details, comprehend
new information, and explore the vocabulary associated with innovation.

Students will learn and practice the different stages of research as they produce a research
essay and present their key research findings. Students will develop and refine research
questions, search for and cite research sources, organize notes on their research findings,
and produce an informational paper and infographic to present their findings.

Conversation starters
Ask your students questions about the unit to promote discussion and continued learning:

1. Who are some of the innovators highlighted in this unit, and what are their notable
contributions?
Follow up: How have these innovators influenced American history and daily life?

2. Which inventions that you have studied or researched play a role in our lives?
Follow up: What do you think is one way these inventions might be improved or
benefit from new innovation?



3. How did Thomas Edison, Lewis Latimer, and Shuji Nakamura contribute to the
progression of the light bulb?
Follow up: In what ways has the light bulb impacted society?

4. What are some of the common characteristics shared by these successful
innovators?
Follow up: Why were those characteristics important in helping them be successful?

5. Who are some notable figures in music and STEM innovation discussed in this unit?
Follow up: How have their contributions shaped the respective fields?



