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Visual Support 1.1

Unit 2  Fur, Fins, and Feathers: Animal Classification

Lesson 1: Root Words

Root Words

Root Word –ed –ing
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Lesson 3: Vertebrates or Invertebrates? Visual Support 3.1

Vertebrates or Invertebrates?

Before Reading After Reading

Humans
Vertebrate: 
Invertebrate: 

Humans
Vertebrate: 
Invertebrate:

Horse
Vertebrate: 
Invertebrate:

Horse
Vertebrate: 
Invertebrate:

Butterfly
Vertebrate: 
Invertebrate:

Butterfly
Vertebrate: 
Invertebrate:

Snake
Vertebrate: 
Invertebrate:

Snake
Vertebrate: 
Invertebrate:

Lobsters
Vertebrate: 
Invertebrate:

Lobsters
Vertebrate: 
Invertebrate:

Goldfish
Vertebrate: 
Invertebrate:

Goldfish
Vertebrate: 
Invertebrate:

Earthworm
Vertebrate: 
Invertebrate:

Earthworm
Vertebrate: 
Invertebrate:
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Visual Support 4.1Lesson 4: Main Idea and Supporting Details

Main Idea and Supporting Details

Main Idea
The main idea is what the text is mostly about.
Clues to Finding the Main Idea:

•	“What is the text mostly about?”

•	Look at the title.

•	Look at the pictures and captions.

•	Check the first and last sentence.

•	Notice words that are repeatedly used.

Supporting Details
These support the main idea.

Clues to Finding Supporting Details:

•	facts that tell you more about the main idea

•	details that tell you more about the main idea
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Visual Support 4.2Lesson 4: Prefix

Prefix

A prefix is a syllable placed in front of a root word.

Prefixes change the meaning of the root word.
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Visual Support 6.1Lesson 6: Text Structures

Text Structures

How does the author organize information in a text?

Different Types of Text Structures Defined Clue Words

Time Explains when an event took place Before 
Now
Later

Sequence Explains the order in which  
events happened

First
Next
Then
After
Last
Finally

Cause and Effect Explains why things happen Because
Then
If
So
As a result
When

Comparison Shows difference and similarities 
between two or more things

However
On the other hand
Like
Unlike
Same
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Visual Support 6.2Lesson 6: Root Words

Root Words

Root Word –ed –ing
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Visual Support 8.1Lesson 8: Context Clues

Context Clues

Glossary •	Look in the back of the book.

Sentences before or after •	Look at the sentences before or after for clues. 

Signal words and punctuation •	called

•	_____ is/are

•	commas

Prefixes and suffixes •	prefixes

	º un– = not
	º re– = again

•	suffixes

	º –ful = full of 
	º –able = able to do 
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Visual Support 8.2Lesson 8: Context Clues

Context Clues

Unknown Word Clues from the Text Predictions
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Visual Support 9.1Lesson 9: Close Reading

Close Reading

1st Read: Big Picture

Focus on:

•	 Main idea

•	 Asking and answering questions

•	 Summarizing the text

•	 Describing important parts

•	 Retelling

2nd Read: Dig Deeper

Focus on:

•	 Text features and text structures

•	 Author’s purpose

•	 Vocabulary words

3rd Read: All Together

Focus on:

•	 Compare and contrast to other texts

•	 Inferences

•	 Key points
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Visual Support 11.1Lesson 11: Root Words

Root Words

Root Word –es
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Lesson 2: Object Pronouns Visual Support 11.2

Object Pronouns

Object pronouns take the place of nouns. Object 

pronouns come after action verbs and words such 

as to, at, for, of, in, from, and with. Singular object 

pronouns are me, you, him, her, and it. Plural object 

pronouns are us, you, and them.
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Visual Support 13.1Lesson 13: Jane Goodall Quote

Jane Goodall Quote

“�One thing I had learned from watching 

chimpanzees with their infants is that 

having a child should be fun.”



© 2015 The Core Knowledge Foundation and its licensors 
www.coreknowledge.org

Revised and additional material 
© 2026 Amplify Education, Inc. and its licensors 
www.amplify.com

All Rights Reserved.

Core Knowledge Language Arts and CKLA are trademarks of the 
Core Knowledge Foundation.

Trademarks and trade names are shown in this book strictly for 
illustrative and educational purposes and are the property of the 
respective owners. References herein should not be regarded as 
affecting the validity of said trademarks and trade names.

Credits

Every effort has been taken to trace and acknowledge copyrights. 
The editors tender their apologies for any accidental infringement 
where copyright has proved untraceable. They would be pleased to 
insert the appropriate acknowledgment in any subsequent edition 
of this publication. Trademarks and trade names are shown in this 
publication for illustrative purposes only and are the property of their 
respective owners. The references to trademarks and trade names 
given herein do not affect their validity.

All photographs are used under license from Shutterstock, Inc. unless 
otherwise noted.

Illustrators and Image Sources

Cover: Amplify Staff, Nejron Photo/Shutterstock, Vincent Llora/
Shutterstock, PhotocechCZ/Shutterstock, jeep2499/Shutterstock, 
JENG BO YUAN/Shutterstock, nwdph/Shutterstock, New 
Africa/Shutterstock, RUNGSAN NANTAPHUM/Shutterstock, 
SerbianOnTheRoad/Shutterstock, Ken StockPhoto/Shutterstock, 
evronphoto/Shutterstock, Konrad Wothe/Alamy, TeaML/
Shutterstock;

Regarding the Shutterstock items listed above, please note: “No 
person or entity shall falsely represent, expressly or by way of 
reasonable implication, that the content herein was created by that 
person or entity, or any person other than the copyright holder(s) of 
that content.”

This file is provided exclusively for use by students 
and teachers for whom the corresponding materials 
have been purchased or licensed from Amplify. Any 
other distribution or reproduction of these materials 
is forbidden without written permission from Amplify.


