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Agenda Objectives 

Introduction By the end of this session, you will be able to:

● Explain how DIBELS 8th Edition assesses the
basic early literacy skills required for
students to become proficient readers.

● Develop fluency in administering and scoring
mCLASS assessment measures according to
standardized guidelines.

Teacher-administered measures
● mCLASS features demonstration
● Scoring rules demonstration
● Practice

Student online assessments
● Student online measures
● Online assessment management

Closing

Administration and scoring training for teachers
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Resource links
Access the following links during and after the training session to support your mCLASS implementation.

Training resources

PD Library Download assessment materials and access 
resources to support your implementation, 
including scoring practice, classroom reporting 
tutorials, and session materials.

learning.amplify.com/pdlibrary 

Assessment administration 

Educator Home Administer mCLASS assessments and access 
mCLASS reports and instruction.

learning.amplify.com

Remote guidance Learn best practices to administer mCLASS 
assessments to students remotely.

remotemclass.amplify.com/guidance

Documentation

DIBELS 8th Edition 
Online Help

Find resources and help with our compilation of 
support resources for DIBELS 8th Edition.

mclass.amplify.com/wgenhelp/md8e/i
ndex.htm#t=DIBELS_8th_Edition.htm

DIBELS 8th Edition 
Administration and 
Scoring Guide

A comprehensive guide to DIBELS 8th Edition 
assessment administration and scoring.

mclass.amplify.com/support_center/D
8_Admin_Scoring.pdf

Research

DIBELS 8th Edition 
Technical Manual

Information about the DIBELS 8th Edition 
approach to norming as well as sections on the 
reliability and validity evidence.

dibels.uoregon.edu/sites/dibels1.uore
gon.edu/files/DIBELS8-TechnicalManu
al_04152020.pdf

Caregiver resources

Caregiver Hub mCLASS resources and guides for caregivers to 
support students at home.

amplify.com/caregiver-hub/mclass/ 

Support

Technical and 
pedagogical 
program support

Contact our Customer Care and Support team 
for assistance, Monday through Friday, 7 a.m. to 
7 p.m. Eastern Time.

● Live chat

● 800-823-1969

● amplify.com/request-support
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Important acronyms

Acronym Meaning

DIBELS Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills

LNF Letter Naming Fluency

PSF Phonemic Segmentation Fluency

NWF Nonsense Word Fluency

WRC Words Recoded Correctly

CLS Correct Letter Sounds

CVC Consonant-Vowel-Consonant

WRF Word Reading Fluency

ORF Oral Reading Fluency

WCPM Words Correct per Minute

BOY Beginning of Year

MOY Middle of Year

EOY End of Year

TOY Time of Year

BM Benchmark

PM Progress monitoring
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The Science of Reading
Although the scientific evidence base for effective reading has existed for decades, the term “the science of reading” 
has gained traction in the last few years, potentially leading to misunderstandings. As a result, The Reading League 
created a common definition for the field,

The definition

Notes
Directions: Write key words or phrases from the definition in the space below.

“

”

The science of reading is a vast, interdisciplinary body of scientifically-based research 
about reading and issues related to reading and writing. This research has been 
conducted over the last five decades across the world, and it is derived from thousands of 
studies conducted in multiple languages. The science of reading has culminated in a 
preponderance of evidence to inform how proficient reading and writing develop; why 
some have difficulty; and how we can most effectively assess and teach and, therefore, 
improve student outcomes through prevention of and intervention for reading difficulties.

—The Reading League. (2022). Science of Reading: Defining Guide. 
thereadingleague.org/what-is-the-science-of-reading/

Learn more
Continue to build your knowledge of the Science of Reading.

amplify.com/science-of-reading
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Science of Reading principles
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DIBELS and the Basic Early Literacy Skills

Measure Skill The ability to… 

Letter Naming Fluency (LNF) N/A N/A

Phonemic Segmentation Fluency 
(PSF)

Phonemic awareness hear, identify, and manipulate 
individual sounds in spoken words.

Nonsense Word Fluency (NWF)

Word Reading Fluency (WRF)

Alphabetic principle 
and phonics 

map sounds onto letters and blend 
those sounds into words.

Word Reading Fluency (WRF)

Oral Reading Fluency (ORF)

Accurate and fluent reading read a text accurately with 
automaticity and expression.

Maze 
(Basic Comprehension)

Reading comprehension make meaning from text.

mCLASS Vocabulary 
(no cost add-on)

Vocabulary understand and use words to 
acquire and convey meaning.
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Measure K 1 2–3 4–6

Letter Naming Fluency (LNF) ✔ ✔

Phonemic Segmentation Fluency (PSF) ✔ ✔

Nonsense Word Fluency (NWF) ✔ ✔ ✔

Word Reading Fluency (WRF) ✔ ✔ ✔

Oral Reading Fluency (ORF) ✔ ✔ ✔

Maze (Basic Comprehension) ✔ ✔

Administration 
time in minutes K 1 2–3 4–6

If discontinued 4 per student 5 per student N/A N/A

Full set 6 per student 7 per student 4 per student +
5 per group

2 per student +
5 per group

DIBELS measures by grade level
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Status Level
Likely to be performing at 
grade level at end of year? Support level

         Blue Above Benchmark Yes; negligible risk 
90% or higher chance of meeting goal

Core

         Green At Benchmark Yes; minimal risk 
80% or higher chance of meeting goal

Core

         Yellow Below Benchmark No; some risk 
20% or higher chance of meeting goal

Strategic

         Red Well Below Benchmark No; at risk 
Less than 20% chance of meeting goal

Intensive

Performance descriptors
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Letter Naming Fluency (LNF)

Scoring rules summary tables

Letter Naming Fluency (LNF)

Set A

Correct Scoring Incorrect Scoring

1. Correct letter names Do not mark. 2. Incorrect letter 
names

Tap to mark in red.

3. Self-corrections Tap again to mark in 
green.

4. 3-second hesitations Tap to mark in red.

Provide the correct letter, 
point to the next letter, 
and say, “Keep going.” 
Prompt as needed.

5. Omissions Tap to mark in red for 
individual letters or the X 
at the beginning of the 
line for an entire row.

6. Discontinue rule Select “Keep Going” or 
“Discontinue.”

7. Letter reversals     
(“d” for “b”)

Tap to mark in red.

8. Letter sounds        
(/d/ for “d”)

Tap to mark in red.

Say, “Remember to tell 
me the letter name, not 
its sound.” Prompt only 
once. 
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Correct Scoring Incorrect Scoring

1. Words read correctly Do not mark. 2. Words read
incorrectly

Tap to mark in red.

3. Self-corrections Tap again to mark in 
green.

4. 3-second hesitations Tap to mark in red.

Provide the correct word, 
point to the next word, 
and say, “Keep going.” 
Prompt as needed.

5. Omissions Tap to mark in red for 
individual words or the X 
at the beginning of the 
line for an entire row.

6. Discontinue rule Select “Keep Going” or 
“Discontinue.”

7. Words sounded out
and not blended

Tap to mark in red.

8. Words read out of
order

Tap to mark in red.

Word Reading Fluency (WRF)
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Grade TOY
Required 
measures

Gating 
measures

Gated 
measures

Trigger/
Result

Grade K BOY LNF, PSF PSF NWF, WRF 0 correct sounds 
= Discontinued

MOY LNF, PSF, NWF NWF-CLS WRF 0 correct sounds 
= Discontinued

EOY LNF, PSF, NWF, 
WRF

N/A N/A N/A

Grade 1 BOY LNF, PSF, NWF, 
WRF

WRF ORF 0 words read 
= Discontinued

MOY & EOY NWF, WRF, ORF NWF-CLS LNF, PSF >= Above Benchmark 
= Tested Out

Grades 2–3 All TOYs ORF, Maze ORF Fluency NWF, WRF >= Above Benchmark 
= Tested Out

Gating rules
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Correct Scoring Incorrect Scoring

1. Words read correctly Do not mark. 2. Words read
incorrectly

Tap to mark in red.

3. Self-corrections Tap again to mark in 
green.

4. 3-second hesitations Tap to mark in red.

Provide the correct word. 
Prompt as needed.

5. Omissions Tap to mark in red for 
individual words or the X 
at the beginning of the 
line for an entire row.

6. Discontinue rule Select “Keep Going” or 
“Discontinue.”

7. Mispronunciations Tap to mark in red.

8. Substitutions Tap to mark in red.

9. Words read out of
order

Tap to mark in red.

10a. Words sounded out 
and blended

Do not mark. 10b. Words sounded out 
and not blended

Tap to mark in red.

11. Inserted words Do not mark.

12. Repeated words Do not mark.

Oral Reading Fluency (ORF)
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Scoring rules guided handout 

LNF (letter) WRF (word) ORF (word)

1. Correct responses Do not mark.

2. Incorrect responses Tap to mark in red.                

3. Self-corrections Tap again to turn green.

4. Hesitations Score incorrect, provide the correct letter/word, 
point to the next letter/word, and say,

“Keep going.” Prompt as needed.

Score incorrect 
and provide 

the correct word.

5. Omissions Tap to mark in red or tap the X at the beginning of the row.

6. Discontinue rule Zero correct in first line.

Common rules: Set A

Directions: Fill in the blanks below.
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Correct Scoring Incorrect Scoring

1a. Correct sounds in 
isolation 

Underline each sound 
segment.

2a. Incorrect sounds in 
isolation

Underline and tap to 
mark in red.

1b. Correct blends Drag to underline sound 
segments together.

2b. Incorrect blends Underline and tap each 
incorrect sound segment 
to mark in red.

1c. Overlapping 
segmentation

Underline each sound 
segment.

2c. No segmentation Underline whole word to 
note lack of segmentation 
or tap Whole Word. 

3. Self-corrections Underline and tap again 
to mark in green.

4. 3-second hesitations Do not mark and give the
next word. Prompt as 
needed.

5. Omissions Do not mark.

6. Discontinue rule Select “Keep Going” or 
“Discontinue.”

7a. Additions: isolated Do not mark. 7b. Additions: combined 
with a phoneme

Mark incorrect.

8. Spelling Mark incorrect.

9. Sound elongation Use professional 
judgment to determine if 
student knows individual 
sounds.

10. Schwa sounds Do not mark.

Scoring rules summary tables

Phonemic Segmentation Fluency (PSF)

Set B
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Correct Scoring Incorrect Scoring

1a. Correct letter sounds 
read in isolation

Underline each letter 
sound.

2a. Incorrect letter 
sounds read in 
isolation

Underline and tap to 
mark in red.

1b. Correct blends Draw a continuous line 
beneath the blended 
sounds. 

2b. Incorrect blends Draw a continuous line 
beneath the blended 
sounds and tap each 
incorrect sound to mark 
in red.

1c. Correct whole words Draw a continuous line 
beneath all letter sounds 
or tap Whole Word.

2c. Incorrect whole 
words

Draw a continuous line 
beneath all letter sounds 
and tap each incorrect 
sound to mark in red.

3. Self-corrections Underline and tap again 
to mark in green.

4. 3-second hesitations Tap the letter or word to 
mark in red.

Point to the next letter or 
word and say, “Keep 
going.” Prompt as needed.

5. Omissions Do not mark.

6. Discontinue rule Select “Keep Going” or 
“Discontinue.”

7. Correct sounds 
followed by correct 
word (recoding)

Underline each letter 
sound. 

Draw a continuous line 
beneath all letter sounds.

8b. Additions: combined 
with a phoneme

Underline the phoneme 
and tap to mark red.

8a. Additions: isolated Ignore. 8c. Additions: to a word Draw a continuous line 
beneath all letter sounds 
and activate slash (/).

9. Repeated sounds Underline each letter 
sound.

10. Sounds produced out 
of order

Underline each letter 
sound and tap to mark in 
red.

Nonsense Word Fluency (NWF)
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Common rules: Set B

PSF (sound segment) NWF (word)

1. Correct responses Underline.

2. Incorrect responses Underline and tap to mark in red.

3. Self-corrections Tap again to turn green.

4. Hesitations Make no marks and give 
the next word.

Tap to mark in red. Point to the next 
sound/word and say, “Keep going.” 

Prompt as needed.

5. Omissions Make no marks.

6. Discontinue rule Zero correct in first five words.

Additions Isolated: Ignore.

Combined with a phoneme: Incorrect.

N/A Added to a word: Add a slash.

Directions: Fill in the blanks below.

Scoring rules guided handout 

18   |   Participant notebook



Online assessment measures by grade level

Measure K 1 2–3 4–6

Maze ✔ ✔

mCLASS Spelling ✔* ✔ ✔

mCLASS RAN ✔ ✔ ✔

mCLASS Vocabulary ✔ ✔ ✔

*Administration begins at MOY.

Learn more
Access videos and helpful resources in the PD Library to 
learn more about mCLASS additional assessment measures.
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1.

Next steps 

Key learnings

Directions: Share three key learnings from this training.

Directions: Share your next steps. 

2.

3.

Session survey

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/AmplifyPDsurvey

6-digit Customer Code:
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Benchmark goals

Appendix
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Notes
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