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Visual Support 1.1Lesson 1: Character Observations Chart

Character Observations Chart

Character’s 
name

Description 
of character

Evidence from text 
that supports your 

description

Describe their 
relationship with 

Natalie

Evidence from text 
that supports your 

description

Mr. Neely
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Visual Support 5.1Lesson 5: Venn Diagram

Venn Diagram
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Visual Support 7.1Lesson 7: Analyzing Character Relationships

Analyzing Character Relationships

Who is this relationship between?

How are these characters alike and different?

How do the characters feel about each other?

Why do the characters need each other? 

Describe the relationship. Is it positive or negative? Both? Explain.
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Visual Support 8.1Lesson 8: Scientific Steps

Scientific Steps

Scientific Steps Key Details

Step 1: Observe

Step 2: Question

Step 3: Investigative Research

Step 4: Hypothesis

Step 5: Procedure

Step 6: Experiment

Step 7: Results

Step 8: Analyze Your Results
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Visual Support 10.1Lesson 10: Narrative Writing Rubric

Narrative Writing Rubric

Write a narrative to develop an imagined event using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

  a) � Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event  
sequence that unfolds naturally. 

  b) � Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, description, and pacing, to develop an event or show the responses  
of characters to situations. 

  c) � Use a variety of transitional words, phrases, and clauses to manage the sequence of events. 

  d) � Use descriptive words and phrases, including sensory details, to convey events precisely. 

  e) � Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated events. 

Advanced Proficient Basic

Ideas The composition 

	• orients the reader and 
establishes a situation, 

	• introduces a narrator and/or 
characters, and

	• demonstrates awareness of 
audience and purpose.

The composition

	• orients the reader and 
establishes a situation, and

	• introduces a narrator and/or 
characters.

The composition does not do 
one or more of the following: 

	• orient the reader and 
establish a situation

	• introduce a narrator and/or 
characters
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Visual Support 10.1Lesson 10: Narrative Writing Rubric

Narrative Writing Rubric (Continued)

Organization The composition 

	• organizes an event sequence 
that unfolds naturally,

	• uses narrative techniques 
to develop experiences and 
events or show the responses 
of characters to situations, and

	• provides a conclusion 
connected to the narrative 
sequence.

The composition

	• organizes an event sequence 
that unfolds naturally, 

	• uses narrative techniques 
to develop experiences and 
events or show the responses 
of characters to situations, and 

	• provides a conclusion 
connected to the narrative 
sequence.

The composition does not do 
one or more of the following:

	• organize an event sequence 
that unfolds naturally 

	• use narrative techniques to 
develop experiences and 
events or show the responses 
of characters to situations 

	• provide a conclusion connected 
to the narrative sequence

Conventions The composition 

	• uses a variety of transitional 
words, phrases, and clauses 
to manage the sequence of 
events, 

	• uses details, including 
sensory details, to convey 
experiences and events 
precisely, and 

	• uses language to add 
subtlety through connotative 
meanings.

The composition

	• uses a variety of transitional 
words, phrases, and clauses 
to manage the sequence of 
events, and 

	• uses details, including 
sensory details, to convey 
experiences and events 
precisely.

The composition does not do 
one or more of the following: 

	• use a variety of transitional 
words, phrases, and clauses 
to manage the sequence of 
events 

	• use details, including sensory 
details, to convey experiences 
and events precisely
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Visual Support 10.2Lesson 10: Narrative Brainstorming

Narrative Brainstorming

Imagine that Natalie, Dari, and Twig win the egg drop competition. Write an alternate ending for The Science of Breakable 
Things that demonstrates what happens after they win.

Main events 
(what 

happens?)
Narrator Secondary characters Setting
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Visual Support 11.1Lesson 11: Narrative Planner

Narrative Planner

Main events 
(what 
happens?)

Narrator Secondary characters Setting

They won the 
prize money and 
decided to donate 
it to science 
research, instead 
of going on 
Natalie’s trip.

Twig
Natalie and Dari, and Natalie’s 
parents

the parking lot outside 
of the building where 
they held the egg drop 
competition; Natalie’s 
kitchen
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Visual Support 11.1Lesson 11: Narrative Planner

Narrative Planner (Continued)

Who (the characters) Put a star next to the narrator. 

Natalie, Dari, Twig*, Natalie’s dad

Where (setting) and when (timing) the parking lot 
where the egg competition was held sitting on stools in 
Natalie’s kitchen

What (key events)

Beginning:

Natalie, Dari, and Twig receive the prize money. Natalie’s 
dad drives Twig and Natalie home. 

Middle:

In Natalie’s kitchen, Natalie tells Twig and her dad that 
she wants to donate the money to scientific research 
instead of using it to buy flights to New Mexico. Twig is 
shocked.

End:

Natalie’s mom comes out of her room to be with her 
family; Twig leaves to go home.

Why (character’s reasons) and how 

Natalie decides that getting her mother the blue orchid 
isn’t going to make her happy, but rather she needs to 
find happiness within herself.
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Visual Support 12.1Lesson 12: Examining an Introduction

Examining an Introduction

“And here it is! The grand prize of $500 for Natalie, Dari, and Twig!” Charlaine said with a 
broad smile as she handed over a check to Natalie. Due to the cold, the expansive parking lot 
had mostly cleared out, but there were a few lingering kids and parents watching as if they 
wanted proof of the prize money. We shivered in the brisk January air, but Charlaine didn’t 
seem to notice, drawing out each of her words as if she had nowhere to be.  “Here ya go, team 
captain! And great work future scientists!” Charlaine’s voice sounded as if it were floating on 
a hot air balloon, like it was so high it could pop at any moment. I turned to look at Natalie. I 
expected to see satisfaction or relief. But I could tell something was up. She had that face—
the one where she’s thinking hard about something, like there’s a pinball going back and forth 
in that smart brain of hers.

Natalie’s dad nudged her and cleared his throat. Natalie jumped, snapping out of it for a 
bit. “Oh, um . . . Thank you.” I could see her forcing a half-smile on her face. Dari turned 
to Natalie and tipped his hat, like one of those old Hollywood movie stars. “All yours,” he 
said with a smile, and turned and walked towards his parents’ car before anyone could 
protest. “Twig, Nats—you ready?” Natalie’s dad motioned over to the car. I shuffled closer 
to Natalie so I could stealthily whisper in her ear as we walked towards her dad’s car. 
“Now let’s go back to your place and get those plane tickets.” But Natalie didn’t respond. 
She was still lost in another universe. 
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Visual Support 13.1Lesson 13: Narrative Draft

Narrative Draft

The silence in the car ride back to Natalie’s was deafening. It was strange that we weren’t 
whooping and hollering in excitement after our win. But every time I looked over at Natalie, I 
saw that pondering face again. So I swallowed my words and turned my attention to the light 
flurries of snow outside that disappeared like invisible ink the moment they hit the glass.

“Home, my little scientists!” Natalie’s dad bellowed in an overly cheery voice when we 
pulled into the gravel driveway, breaking the silence. I followed Natalie out of the car and 
into the kitchen. We pulled ourselves onto the kitchen stools at the counter, our usual 
spots. I turned to Natalie. “Alright, spill. What’s going on in that brain of yours?”
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