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1.2

Dear Family Member,

During the next several days, your student will be hearing stories about the War of 
1812. They will learn about the events that led to the war, how Great Britain was already 
involved in the Napoleonic Wars with France, how British soldiers captured Americans 
and made them fight for the British navy, and about the famous American battleship, the 
USS Constitution. They will also learn about some geographic locations, as well as some 
important people involved in the War of 1812, including President James Madison and his 
wife Dolley Madison. Below are some suggestions for activities that you may do at home 
to reinforce what your student is learning about the War of 1812.

1. James Madison

Talk with your student about this important historical figure. James Madison was the 
fourth president of the United States. Point out that he is one of the Founding Fathers who 
wrote the Constitution. Discuss the contributions that he made. Ask your student what 
role James Madison had in the War of 1812.

2. Dolley Madison

Your student will learn that Dolley Madison was married to James Madison. She was 
previously married to a man named John Payne; however, her first husband and one of her 
young sons died of yellow fever. Dolley Madison was known as an excellent hostess. She 
was the first president’s wife to be called First Lady.

3. USS Constitution/“Old Ironsides”

Your student will learn about the famous United States battleship, the USS 
Constitution. The USS Constitution is the oldest American battleship that is still afloat, and 
is now located in Boston Harbor. They will also learn about the Constitution’s nickname, 
“Old Ironsides,” and how it got that name. Take this opportunity to talk to your student 
about the important job of the military, and the navy in particular, especially if you have 
family members who are veterans or who actively serve.
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4. Words to Use

Below is a list of some of the words that your student will be learning about and using. 
Try to use these words as they come up in everyday speech with your student.

• impressment—British soldiers used impressment to get more sailors into the 
British navy.

• navy—The navy protects the nation’s interests at sea
• role—Jean Lafitte is a pirate who played an important part, or role, in the Battle 

of New Orleans. 
• economy—The economy of the United States was largely dependent on trade 

with Great Britain and France.

5. Read Aloud Each Day

It is very important that you read with your student every day. Set aside time to read to 
your student and also time to listen to your student read to you. 

Be sure to let your student know how much you enjoy hearing about what they have 
learned in school.
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What Happened When?

1. James Madison asked some soldiers to stay with Mrs. 
Madison and to keep her safe.

2. The British army of about four thousand men was on its 
way to the capital.

3. James Madison rode off to be with his army.

4. James Madison told Mrs. Madison to stay in the 
President’s House.

1. The British soldiers set fire to the President’s House.

2. Dolley Madison escaped “just in the nick of time.”

3. Some of the British soldiers sat down at the dinner table 
and enjoyed a tasty meal.

4. A painting of George Washington was removed from the 
President’s House.



22
Knowledge 4 The War of 1812



Activity Page NAME: 

 DATE: 

K
n

ow
le

dg
e 

4

23
Knowledge 4 The War of 1812

5.2
D

ir
ec

ti
on

s:
 U

se
 t

hi
s 

pa
p

er
 fo

r 
yo

ur
 w

ri
ti

ng
 a

nd
 d

ra
w

in
g.

 R
em

em
b

er
 to

 w
ri

te
 c

om
p

le
te

 s
en

te
nc

es
 t

ha
t 

b
eg

in
 w

it
h 

a 
ca

p
it

al
 le

tt
er

 
an

d
 e

nd
 w

it
h 

th
e 

co
rr

ec
t 

p
un

ct
ua

ti
on

.         



24
Knowledge 4 The War of 1812



Take-Home NAME: 

 DATE: 

K
n

ow
le

dg
e 

4

25
Knowledge 4 The War of 1812

5.3

Dear Family Member,

I hope your student has enjoyed learning about the War of 1812. Over the next several 
days, they will learn about the British’s three-part plan to defeat the United States, 
including attacks on Lake Erie and in Washington, D.C., the Battle at Fort McHenry, and 
the Battle of New Orleans. They will also learn that the Battle of New Orleans was actually 
fought after the war had ended. They will also learn about some geographic locations, 
and some important people involved in the War of 1812, including Francis Scott Key, Mary 
Pickersgill, and Andrew Jackson.

Below are some suggestions for activities that you may do at home to reinforce what 
your student is learning about the War of 1812.

1. The President’s House

Today your student heard about the British attack on Washington, D.C., during which 
the British set fire to many official buildings in the capital, including the President’s House. 
They learned how Dolley Madison escaped before the soldiers arrived and how she saved a 
portrait of George Washington. You might explain that the President’s House is now known 
as the White House. 

2. Francis Scott Key

Your student will also learn about the Battle at Fort McHenry, and how Francis Scott 
Key watched the “rockets’ red glare” and “bombs bursting in air” from the harbor. They will 
also hear how Francis Scott Key was inspired to write a poem about it. The poem he wrote 
became our national anthem, “The Star-Spangled Banner.” Ask your student about the 
giant flag that Mary Pickersgill made to fly over Fort McHenry that day.

3. Song: “The Star-Spangled Banner”

Listen to the song “The Star-Spangled Banner” with your student. Discuss with your 
student that this song is our national anthem. It was written by Francis Scott Key during the 
War of 1812. Talk about times when you might sing the national anthem. Remind them that, 
when they hear the song played in public, they should stand to show respect. Also, they may 
put their hand over their heart. The next time you hear the song played at a ball game or 
other event, ask your student who wrote “The Star-Spangled Banner.”
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4. Song: “Battle of New Orleans”

Listen to the song “The Battle of New Orleans” with your student. Discuss what the 
song is about and how it tells the story of the War of 1812.

5. Andrew Jackson

Have your student talk about Andrew Jackson’s role in the Battle of New Orleans. Discuss 
how General Andrew Jackson put together an army of militiamen, soldiers, Native Americans, 
African Americans, farmers, and even pirates to win the Battle of New Orleans. You might want 
to explain that Andrew Jackson later became the seventh president of the United States.

6. Using a Map

Help your student locate the areas they learned about on a map of the United States, 
including the Mississippi River, New Orleans, Canada, Baltimore, and Washington, D.C. 
Have your student tell you about Britain’s three-part plan to defeat the United States.

7. Sayings and Phrases: “Where There’s a Will, There’s a Way”

Your student will learn the saying “where there’s a will, there’s a way” in relation to 
how Andrew Jackson did whatever it took to win the Battle of New Orleans. Talk with your 
student about its meaning. Share something that you have accomplished because of your 
determination. Find opportunities to use this saying again and again. 

8. Words to Use

Below is a list of some of the words that your student has been learning about and 
using. Try to use these words as they come up in everyday speech with your student.

• navigator—The ship’s navigator helped the captain locate the harbor.
• truce—One British officer gave his sword to a U.S. officer as a sign of truce.
• treaty—Andrew Jackson received the news that a peace treaty had been signed.
• surrender—The soldiers had to surrender when they knew they couldn’t win.

9. Read Aloud Each Day

It is very important that you read with your student every day. Set aside time to read to 
your student and also time to listen to your student read to you.  

Be sure to let your student know how much you enjoy hearing about what they have 
learned in school.



Activity Page NAME: 

 DATE: 

K
n

ow
le

dg
e 

4

27
Knowledge 4 The War of 1812

6.1

What Happened When?

1. The British navy began firing rockets at Fort McHenry.

2. The British ships sailed closer and closer to the fort.

3. The British navy sailed away.

4. Both sides fired rockets at each other through the night.
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1. What was impressment?

2. Why did the British want to control New Orleans?

3. What was the most interesting thing you learned about 
the War of 1812?



40
Knowledge 4 The War of 1812



Texas Contributors

Content and Editorial

Sarah Cloos

Laia Cortes

Jayana Desai

Angela Donnelly

Claire Dorfman

Ana Mercedes Falcón

Rebecca Figueroa

Nick García

Sandra de Gennaro

Patricia Infanzón- 
                 Rodríguez

Seamus Kirst

Michelle Koral

Sean McBride

Jacqueline Ovalle

Sofía Pereson

Lilia Perez

Sheri Pineault

Megan Reasor

Marisol Rodriguez

Jessica Roodvoets

Lyna Ward

Product and Project Management

Stephanie Koleda

Tamara Morris

Art, Design, and Production

Nanyamka Anderson

Raghav Arumugan

Dani Aviles

Olioli Buika

Sherry Choi

Stuart Dalgo

Edel Ferri

Pedro Ferreira

Nicole Galuszka

Parker-Nia Gordon

Isabel Hetrick

Ian Horst

Ashna Kapadia

Jagriti Khirwar

Julie Kim

Lisa McGarry

Emily Mendoza

Marguerite Oerlemans

Lucas De Oliveira

Tara Pajouhesh

Jackie Pierson

Dominique Ramsey

Darby Raymond-    
              Overstreet

Max Reinhardsen

Mia Saine

Nicole Stahl

Flore Thevoux

Jeanne Thornton

Amy Xu

Jules Zuckerberg

Other Contributors

Patricia Beam, Bill Cheng, Ken Harney, Molly Hensley, David Herubin, Sara Hunt, Kristen Kirchner, James Mendez-Hodes, Christopher 
Miller, Diana Projansky, Todd Rawson, Jennifer Skelley, Julia Sverchuk, Elizabeth Thiers, Amanda Tolentino, Paige Womack

General Manager K-8 Humanities and SVP, Product

Alexandra Clarke

Chief Academic Officer, Elementary Humanities

Susan Lambert

Content and Editorial

Elizabeth Wade, PhD, Director,  
Elementary Language Arts Content

Patricia Erno, Associate Director, Elementary ELA Instruction

Maria Martinez, Associate Director, Spanish Language Arts

Baria Jennings, EdD, Senior Content Developer

Christina Cox, Managing Editor

Product and Project Management

Ayala Falk, Director, Business and Product Strategy,  
K-8 Language Arts

Amber McWilliams, Senior Product Manager

Elisabeth Hartman, Associate Product Manager

Catherine Alexander, Senior Project Manager, Spanish Language Arts

LaShon Ormond, SVP, Strategic Initiatives

Leslie Johnson, Associate Director, K-8 Language Arts

Thea Aguiar, Director of Strategic Projects, K-5 Language Arts

Zara Chaudhury, Project Manager, K-8 Language Arts

Design and Production

Tory Novikova, Product Design Director

Erin O’Donnell, Product Design Manager



Series Editor-in-Chief

E. D. Hirsch Jr.

President

Linda Bevilacqua

Editorial Staff

Mick Anderson

Robin Blackshire

Laura Drummond

Emma Earnst

Lucinda Ewing

Sara Hunt

Rosie McCormick

Cynthia Peng

Liz Pettit

Tonya Ronayne

Deborah Samley

Kate Stephenson

Elizabeth Wafler

James Walsh

Sarah Zelinke

Design and Graphics Staff

Kelsie Harman

Liz Loewenstein

Bridget Moriarty

Lauren Pack

Consulting Project Management Services

ScribeConcepts.com

Additional Consulting Services

Erin Kist

Carolyn Pinkerton

Scott Ritchie

Kelina Summers

Acknowledgments

These materials are the result of the work, advice, and encouragement of numerous individuals over many years. Some of those singled out 
here already know the depth of our gratitude; others may be surprised to find themselves thanked publicly for help they gave quietly and 
generously for the sake of the enterprise alone. To helpers named and unnamed we are deeply grateful.

Contributors to Earlier Versions of These Materials

Susan B. Albaugh, Kazuko Ashizawa, Kim Berrall, Ang Blanchette, Nancy Braier, Maggie Buchanan, Paula Coyner, Kathryn M. Cummings, 
Michelle De Groot, Michael Donegan, Diana Espinal, Mary E. Forbes, Michael L. Ford, Sue Fulton, Carolyn Gosse, Dorrit Green, Liza Greene, Ted 
Hirsch, Danielle Knecht, James K. Lee, Matt Leech, Diane Henry Leipzig, Robin Luecke, Martha G. Mack, Liana Mahoney, Isabel McLean, Steve 
Morrison, Juliane K. Munson, Elizabeth B. Rasmussen, Ellen Sadler, Rachael L. Shaw, Sivan B. Sherman, Diane Auger Smith, Laura Tortorelli, 
Khara Turnbull, Miriam E. Vidaver, Michelle L. Warner, Catherine S. Whittington, Jeannette A. Williams.

We would like to extend special recognition to Program Directors Matthew Davis and Souzanne Wright, who were instrumental in the early 
development of this program.

Schools

We are truly grateful to the teachers, students, and administrators of the following schools for their willingness to field-test these materials 
and for their invaluable advice: Capitol View Elementary, Challenge Foundation Academy (IN), Community Academy Public Charter School, 
Lake Lure Classical Academy, Lepanto Elementary School, New Holland Core Knowledge Academy, Paramount School of Excellence, Pioneer 
Challenge Foundation Academy, PS 26R (the Carteret School), PS 30X (Wilton School), PS 50X (Clara Barton School), PS 96Q, PS 102X 
(Joseph O. Loretan), PS 104Q (the Bays Water), PS 214K (Michael Friedsam), PS 223Q (Lyndon B. Johnson School), PS 308K (Clara Cardwell), 
PS 333Q (Goldie Maple Academy), Sequoyah Elementary School, South Shore Charter Public School, Spartanburg Charter School, Steed 
Elementary School, Thomas Jefferson Classical Academy, Three Oaks Elementary, West Manor Elementary.

And a special thanks to the Pilot Coordinators, Anita Henderson, Yasmin Lugo-Hernandez, and Susan Smith, whose suggestions and day-to-
day support to teachers using these materials in their classrooms were critical.



Credits

Every effort has been taken to trace and acknowledge copyrights. 
The editors tender their apologies for any accidental infringement 
where copyright has proved untraceable. They would be pleased to 
insert the appropriate acknowledgment in any subsequent edition 
of this publication. Trademarks and trade names are shown in this 
publication for illustrative purposes only and are the property of their 
respective owners. The references to trademarks and trade names 
given herein do not affect their validity.

All photographs are used under license from Shutterstock, Inc. unless 
otherwise noted.

Expert Reviewer

J. Chris Arndt

Writers

Rosie McCormick

Illustrators and Image Sources

1.1: Shutterstock; 2.2: Shutterstock; PP.1: Shutterstock; 5.2: 
Shutterstock; 6.1: Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs 
Division, LC-DIG-ppmsca-35544; DA.1: Shutterstock; DA.2 (A): 
original by Gilbert Stuart; DA.2 (B): original by John Vanderlyn; 
DA.2 (C): Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, LC-
USZC4-6466; DA.2 (D): Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs 
Division, NYWT&S Collection, LC-DIG-ds-00032a; DA.2 (E): USS 
Constitution vs Guerriere by Michel Felice Corne (1752-1845). Image 
courtesy of the Beverley R. Robinson Collection, U.S. Naval Academy 
Museum; DA.2 (F): Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs, LC-
DIG-ppmsca-09502; DA.3: Erika Baird

Regarding the Shutterstock items listed above, please note: “No 
person or entity shall falsely represent, expressly or by way of 
reasonable implication, that the content herein was created by that 
person or entity, or any person other than the copyright holder(s) of 
that content.”

Knowledge 4



Grade 2

8370797816439
 

ISBN 9781643837079

The War of 1812
The War of 1812

Grade 2  Knowledge 4  Activity Book

Knowledge 4  Activity Book

G
rad

e 2
  K

n
o

w
led

g
e 4

  T
h

e W
ar of 18

12

English


